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(57) ABSTRACT

The invention relates to an extra-clear glass sheet, i.e. a glass
sheet with high energy transmission, which can be used in
particular in the field of solar energy. Specifically, the inven-
tion relates to a glass sheet having a composition that
includes, in an amount expressed in wt % for the total weight
of the glass: 60-78% of Si02; 0-10% of AI203; 0-5% of
B203; 0-15% of CaO; 0-10% of MgO; 5-20% of Na20;
0-10% of K20; 0-5% of BaO, wherein the total amount of
iron (in the form of Fe203) is 0.002-0.03%, and the compo-
sition includes a ratio of manganese/(total iron) of 1 to 8.5, the
manganese content being expressed in the form of MnO in wt
% relative to the total weight of the glass.

20 Claims, 2 Drawing Sheets
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GLASS SHEET WITH HIGH ENERGY
TRANSMISSION

1. FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The field of the invention is that of glass having a high
energy transmission which can be used in particular in pho-
tovoltaic modules or solar mirrors.

In the field of solar power, where glass is used as substrate
for solar mirrors or which covers photovoltaic cells, it is, of
course, extremely advantageous for the glass employed,
through which the rays of the sun have to pass, to exhibit a
very high visible and/or energy transmission. The effective-
ness of a solar cell is in fact significantly improved by an even
very slight increase in this transmission. In particular, an
energy transmission of greater than 890 or preferably greater
than 90% or even of greater than 91% is highly desired.

In order to quantify the transmission of the glass in the
range encompassing the visible region and the solar infrared
(or near infrared) region and also a portion of the ultraviolet
region, an energy transmission (ET), measured according to
the standard ISO9050 between the wavelengths of 300 and
2500 nm, is defined. In the present description and in the
claims, the energy transmission is measured according to this
standard and given for a thickness of 3.85 mm.

In order to quantify the transmission of the glass in the
visible region, a light transmission (LT), calculated between
the wavelengths of 380 and 780 nm according to the standard
1SO9050 and measured with the illuminant D65 (DLT) as
defined by the standard ISO/CIE 10526 taking into account
the C.ILE. 1931 reference colorimetric observer as defined by
the standard ISO/CIE 10527, is defined. In the present
description and in the claims, the light transmission is mea-
sured according to this standard and given for a thickness of
3.85 mm under a solid angle of observation of 2°.

2. PRIOR ART

In order to obtain LT and/or ET values of greater than 89%,
indeed even of greater than 90%, it is known from the state of
the art to reduce the total iron content of the glass (expressed
in terms of Fe,O, according to the standard practice in the
field). Soda-lime-silica glasses referred to as “clear” or “extra
clear” still comprise iron as the latter is present as impurity in
the majority of the starting materials used (sand, limestone,
dolomite, and the like). The iron exists in the structure of the
glass in the form of ferric Fe** ions and of ferrous Fe** ions.
The presence of ferric Fe>* ions confers, on the glass, a slight
absorption of low wavelength visible light and a stronger
absorption in the near ultraviolet (absorption band centered
on 380 nm), whereas the presence of ferrous Fe** ions (some-
times expressed as oxide FeO) brings about a strong absorp-
tion in the near infrared (absorption band centered on 1050
nm). The ferric Fe** ions provide the glass with a slight
yellow coloration while the ferrous Fe** ions give a pro-
nounced blue-green coloration. Thus, the increase in the total
content of iron (in its two forms) accentuates the absorption in
the visible region and the infrared region, to the detriment of
the light and energy transmission. Furthermore, a high con-
centration of ferrous Fe®* ions brings about a decrease in the
energy transmission. It is also known, in order to further
increase the energy transmission of the glass, to oxidize the
iron present in the glass, that is to say to reduce the content of
ferrous ions in favor of the content of ferric ions, which
absorb less. The degree of oxidation ofthe glass is given by its
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redox, defined as the ratio by weight of Fe** atom with respect
to the total weight of the iron atoms present in the glass,
Fe**/total Fe.

Several solutions have been provided in order to reduce the
redox of glass.

Itis, for example, known to add cerium oxide (CeQO,) to the
glass. However, cerium oxide is very expensive and can bring
about an undesirable coloration of the glass but in particularis
the cause of the phenomenon referred to as “solarization”, in
which the energy transmission of the glass decreases strongly
over time as a result of the exposure to ultraviolet radiation
present in particular in the rays of the sun.

It is also known to add manganese to the glass, which
element is capable of oxidizing the iron present in the glass
via the reaction: Mn**+Fe**—Mn>*+Fe®*. However, it is
known that manganese absorbs in the visible region. This
absorption by manganese in the visible region consequently
causes a coloration of the glass which is often used to “com-
pensate for” (that is to say, to obtain a more neutral or more
appropriate color rendering) an undesirable coloration of the
glass on absorbing in other regions of the visible spectrum.
This is illustrated, for example, in the applications EP 1 118
597 and WO2005/075368A1, where the aim is to obtain a
glass which does not allow UV radiation to pass through (in
particular for containers or bottles containing liquids sensi-
tive to UV radiation) by virtue of the addition in particular of
“UV-cut” elements, such as cerium and/or vanadium. The
latter bring about an undesirable color which is then “neutral-
ized” by the addition of manganese. The phenomenon of
coloration of the glass by manganese is, of course, problem-
atic in the case of “extra clear” glass (low iron content) used
for solar applications since it reduces the energy transmis-
sion. Furthermore, it is also well known from the state of the
art, in particular from the application EP 555 552 Al, that
manganese “solarizes” during exposure of the glass to UV
rays (present in particular in the rays of the sun), thus very
strongly impacting the energy transmission of the glass, a
parameter of major importance for “extra clear” glass used for
solar applications. As a result of this phenomenon of solar-
ization (adding to the undesirable coloration), manganese
thus does not consist, according to the state of the art, of an
appropriate element to be added to an “extra clear” solar glass
composition intended in particular for the manufacture of
photovoltaic panels or solar mirrors which will very particu-
larly be exposed to the radiation of the sun.

3. OBJECTIVES OF THE INVENTION

It is in particular an objective of the invention to overcome
the disadvantages of the prior art, that is to say to provide a
sheet of glass having a high energy transmission.

More specifically, an objective of the invention, in at least
one of its embodiments, is to provide a sheet of glass having
a high energy transmission (via in particular an oxidation of
the glass) which is held significantly stable over time.

Another objective of the invention is provide a solution to
the disadvantages of the prior art which is simple and eco-
nomical.

4. ACCOUNT OF THE INVENTION

In accordance with a specific embodiment, the invention
relates to a glass sheet having a composition which com-
prises, in a content expressed as percentages by total weight
of glass:
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SiO, 60-78%
AlLO; 0-10%
B,O; 0-5%
CaO 0.15%
MgO 0-10%
Na,O 5-10%
K,0 0-10%
BaO 0-5%
Total iron 0.002-0.03%.

(expressed in the form of Fe,O3)

According to the invention, the composition comprises a
manganese/(total iron) ratio of 1 to 8.5, the manganese con-
tent being expressed in the form of MnO as percentage by
weight, with respect to the total weight of the glass.

Thus, the invention is based on an entirely novel and inven-
tive approach as it makes it possible to overcome the disad-
vantages of the prior art and to solve the technical problem
posed. This is because the inventors have demonstrated, sur-
prisingly, for “extra clear” glasses, that it is possible to obtain
the oxidizing effect of the manganese while controlling the
coloration which can it bring about and while limiting the
phenomenon of solarization which appears with time. The
inventors have thus discovered that a manganese/(total iron)
ratio by weight ranging from 1 to 8.5, in combination with the
other criteria of composition of the glass which is defined
above, makes it possible to obtain a significant increase in the
energy transmission of the glass sheet. In particular, they have
demonstrated that this range of manganese/(total iron) ratio
by weight makes possible an overall gain in energy transmis-
sion as, within this range, the increase in the transmission due
to the oxidizing power of the manganese is greater than the
loss of transmission due to the phenomenon of coloration.
Furthermore, they have discovered that this precise range of
manganese/(total iron) ratio by weight results in a glass sheet
exhibiting a significant stability of the energy transmission
over time and thus a very limited, indeed even nonexistent,
phenomenon of solarization.

Throughout the present text, when a range is indicated, the
extremities are included. In addition, all the integral and
subdomain values in the numerical range are expressly
included as if explicitly written. Also throughout the present
text, the values of content as percentages are values by
weight, expressed with respect to the total weight of the glass.

Other characteristics and advantages of the invention will
become more clearly apparent on reading the following
description and figures, given as illustrative and nonlimiting
examples, among which

FIG. 1 represents the effect of the manganese/(total iron)
ratio by weight on the energy transmission of glass sheets
according to the invention and according to the state of the art,
and

FIG. 2 represents the effect over time of exposure to UV
radiation on the energy transmission of glass sheets according
to the invention and according to the state of the art.

According to the invention, the composition comprises a
total iron (expressed in the form of Fe,O;) content ranging
from 0.002% to 0.03% by weight, with respect to the total
weight of the glass. This maximum value of total iron content
makes it possible to significantly increase the energy trans-
mission of the glass sheet in comparison with a clear glass.
The minimum value makes it possible not to be excessively
damaging to the cost of the glass as such low values often
require very pure starting materials which are expensive or
else a purification of the starting materials. Preferably, the
composition comprises a total iron (expressed in the form of
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Fe,O;) content ranging from 0.002% to 0.02% by weight,
with respect to the total weight of the glass. A total iron
(expressed in the form of Fe,O;) content of less than or equal
to 0.02% by weight makes it possible to further increase the
energy transmission of the glass sheet. More preferably, the
composition comprises a total iron (expressed in the form of
Fe,O, content) ranging from 0.005% to 0.02% by weight,
with respect to the total weight of the glass.

Preferably, the composition of the invention comprises a
manganese/(total iron) ratio of 2.5 to 6.5, the manganese
content being expressed in the form of MnO as percentage by
weight, with respect to the total weight of the glass. Such a
range of manganese/(total iron) ratio by weight makes it
possible to further increase the energy transmission of the
glass sheet.

According to an advantageous embodiment of the inven-
tion, the composition comprises a manganese (expressed in
the form of MnO) content of 0.005% to 0.2% by weight, with
respect to the total weight of the glass. Preferably, the com-
position comprises a manganese (expressed in the form of
MnO) content of 0.01% to 0.2% by weight, with respect to the
total weight of the glass. More preferably, the composition
comprises a manganese (expressed in the form of MnO)
content 0f 0.01% to 0.15% by weight, with respect to the total
weight of the glass. Very preferably, the composition com-
prises a manganese (expressed in the form of MnO) content of
0.01% to 0.1% by weight, with respect to the total weight of
the glass.

According to another advantageous embodiment of the
invention, the composition exhibits a redox of 0.01 to 0.4.
This redox range makes it possible to obtain optical properties
which are highly satisfactory, in particular in terms of energy
transmission. Preferably, the composition exhibits a redox of
0.03 to 0.3. Very preferably, the composition exhibits a redox
0f0.05 to 0.25.

According to the invention, the composition of the glass
sheet can comprise, in addition to the impurities present in
particular in the starting materials, a low proportion of addi-
tives (such as agents which help the melting or the refining of
the glass) or of components originating from the dissolution
of the refractories constituting the melting furnaces.

For the reasons mentioned above (preventing the phenom-
enon of solarization) and according to a preferred embodi-
ment, the composition of the glass sheet comprises a cerium
(expressed in the form of CeQ,) content <0.02% by weight,
with respect to the total weight of the glass. Preferably, the
composition of the glass sheet comprises a cerium (expressed
in the form of CeQO,) content <0.01% by weight, with respect
to the total weight of the glass. More preferably, the compo-
sition of the glass sheet comprises a cerium (expressed in the
form of CeO,) content =0.005% by weight, with respect to the
total weight of the glass.

According to another preferred embodiment, the compo-
sition of the glass sheet comprises a vanadium (expressed in
the form of V,0;) content <0.01% by weight, with respect to
the total weight of the glass. Preferably, the composition of
the glass sheet comprises a vanadium (expressed in the form
0of'V,0;5) content =0.005% by weight, with respect to the total
weight of the glass.

According to yet another preferred embodiment, the com-
position comprises a vanadium (expressed in the form of
V,0s5) content <0.01% by weight, with respect to the total
weight of the glass, and a cerium (expressed in the form of
CeO,) content <0.02% by weight, with respect to the total
weight of the glass. Preferably, the composition comprises a
vanadium (expressed in the form of V,05) content <0.005%
by weight, with respect to the total weight of the glass, and a



US 9,324,894 B2

5

cerium (expressed in the form of CeO,) content <0.01% by
weight, with respect to the total weight of the glass. Very
preferably, the composition comprises a vanadium (ex-
pressed in the form of V,0;) content <0.005% by weight,
with respect to the total weight of the glass, and a cerium
(expressed in the form of CeQO,) content =0.005% by weight,
with respect to the total weight of the glass.

According to yet another preferred embodiment, the com-
position of the glass sheet comprises an antimony (expressed
in the form of Sb,0;) content <0.2% by weight, with respect
to the total weight of the glass. Greater contents of antimony,
coupled with manganese, results in the appearance of the
phenomenon of solarization. Preferably, the composition of
the glass sheet comprises an antimony (expressed in the form
of'Sh,0;) content <0.15% by weight, with respect to the total
weight of the glass.

According to yet another preferred embodiment, the com-
position of the glass sheet comprises an arsenic (expressed in
the form of As,0;) content <0.01% by weight, with respect to
the total weight of the glass.

According to yet another preferred embodiment, the com-
position of the glass sheet comprises a chromium (expressed
in the form of Cr,0;) content <0.01% by weight, with respect
to the total weight of the glass.

The glass sheet according to the invention preferably has
an energy transmission (ET), measured for a thickness of 3.85
mm, of at least 89%. Advantageously, the glass sheet accord-
ing to the invention has an energy transmission (ET), mea-
sured for a thickness of 3.85 mm, of at least 90% and better
still of at least 91%.

The glass sheet according to the invention preferably has a
light transmission, measured with the illuminant D65 (DLT),
according to the standard ISO9050 and for a thickness 0f3.85
mm, of at least 90.5%.

The glass sheet according to the invention can be a glass
sheet obtained by a floating process, a rolling process or any
other process known to manufacture a glass sheet starting
from a molten glass composition. According to a preferential
embodiment according to the invention, the glass sheet is a
float glass sheet. The term “float glass sheet” is understood to
mean a glass sheet formed by the float glass process, which
consists in pouring the molten glass onto a bath of molten tin,
under reducing conditions. A float glass sheet comprises, in a
known way, a “tin face”, that is to say a face enriched in tin in
the body of the glass close to the surface of the sheet. The term
“enrichment in tin” is understood to mean an increase in the
concentration of tin with respect to the composition of the
glass at the core, which may or may not be substantially zero
(devoid of tin).

The manganese can be incorporated in the composition
according to the invention in the form of different sources. It
can, for example, be MnO, MnO, or KMnQO,.

In the case of a solar photovoltaic module, the glass sheet
according to the invention preferably constitutes the protec-
tive substrate (or cover) for the photovoltaic cells.

According to one embodiment of the invention, the glass
sheet is coated with at least one transparent and electrically
conducting thin layer. This embodiment is advantageous for
photovoltaic applications. When the glass sheet is used as
protective substrate for a photovoltaic module, the transpar-
ent and conducting thin layer is positioned as internal face,
that is to say between the glass sheet and the solar cells.

A transparent and conducting thin layer according to the
invention can, for example, be a layer based on SnO,:F,
SnO,:Sb or ITO (indium tin oxide), ZnO: Al or also ZnO:Ga.

According to another advantageous embodiment of the
invention, the glass sheet is coated with at least one antire-

20

30

40

45

55

6

flection layer. This embodiment is advantageous in the case of
photovoltaic applications in order to maximize the energy
transmission of the glass sheet and, for example, to thus
increase the effectiveness of the solar module comprising this
sheet as substrate (or cover) covering the photovoltaic cells.
In applications in the solar field (photovoltaic or thermal),
when the glass sheet is used as protective substrate, the anti-
reflection layer is positioned as external face, that is to say on
the side subjected to sunlight.

An antireflection layer according to the invention can, for
example, be a layer based on porous silica having a low
refractive index or it can be composed of several layers
(stack), in particular a stack of layers of dielectric material
alternating layers having low and high refractive indices and
terminating in a layer having a low refractive index.

According to one embodiment, the glass sheet is coated
with at least one transparent and electrically conducting thin
layer on a first face and with at least one antireflection layer on
the other face.

According to yet another embodiment, the glass sheet is
coated with at least one antireflection layer on each of its
faces.

According to another embodiment, the glass sheet is coated
with at least one dirt-repellent layer. Such a dirt-repellent
layer can be combined with a transparent and electrically
conducting thin layer, deposited on the opposite face. Such a
dirt-repellent layer can also be combined with an antireflec-
tion layer deposited on the same face, the dirt-repellent layer
being on the outside of the stack and thus covering the anti-
reflection layer.

According to yet another embodiment, the glass sheet is
coated with at least one mirror layer. Such a mirror layer is,
for example, a silver-based layer. This embodiment is advan-
tageous in the case of (flat or parabolic) solar mirror applica-
tions.

Depending on the applications and/or properties desired,
other layers can be deposited on one and/or the other face of
the glass sheet according to the invention.

The glass sheet according to the invention can be incorpo-
rated in the multiple glazing (in particular double glazing or
triple glazing). The term “multiple glazing” is understood to
mean a glazing which comprises at least two glass sheets
forming a space filled with gas or under vacuum between each
pair of sheets. The glass sheet according to the invention can
also be laminated and/or tempered and/or toughened and/or
bent.

Another subject matter of the invention is a solar photovol-
taic module or a mirror for concentrating solar energy, com-
prising at least one glass sheet according to the invention.

The examples which follow illustrate the invention, with-
out the intention of in any way limiting its coverage.

EXAMPLES

The following examples are intended to compare the gain/
the loss in energy transmission obtained for a certain manga-
nese/(total iron) ratio by weight.

The starting materials were mixed in powder form and
placed in a crucible for melting, according to composition 1
(total iron=120 ppm) or 2 (total iron=200 ppm) shown below.
The manganese was incorporated in each case in the form of
MnO,. For all the glasses tested and for each of the compo-
sitions 1 and 2, the contents of the components were kept
fixed, with the exception of the amount of manganese. The
manganese/(total iron) ratio by weight is consequently vari-
able from one glass sample to the other.
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Composition 1 Content [% by weight]
CaO 9
X,0 0.015
Na,O 14
SO, 0.3
TiO, 0.015
ALO; 0.7
MgO 4.5

Manganese (expressed as MnO) variable (from ~0 to 0.18)

Total iron (expressed as Fe,O3) 0.012

Composition 2 Content [% by weight]

CaO 9

X,0 0.015

Na,O 14
SO, 0.3

TiO, 0.015

AlLO; 0.7

MgO 4.5

Manganese (expressed as MnO) variable (from ~0 to 0.18)

Total iron (expressed as Fe,O3) 0.020

After melting, the optical properties of each glass sample in
sheet form were determined and in particular the energy
transmission (ET) was measured according to the standard
ISO9050 for a thickness of 3.85 mm. The ET values were
determined in order to confirm if the gain in energy transmis-
sion due to the oxidizing effect of the manganese is greater
than the loss in transmission due to the coloration caused by
said manganese.

FIG. 1 (a) represents, for each of compositions 1 and 2, the
difference in energy transmission (AET) between an extra
clear glass according to the state of the art (reference), to
which manganese has not been intentionally added and is thus
present in the form of traces only (content of manganese in the
form of MnO<15 ppm by weight), and each of the glass sheets
with variable manganese/(total iron) ratios by weight. FIG. 1
(b) is a magnification of FIG. 1 (a). A positive AET conse-
quently corresponds to a gain in energy transmission, in com-
parison with a normal extra clear glass (manganese/(total
iron)~0), and a negative AET corresponds to a loss in energy
transmission.

This figure consequently clearly shows that a gain in
energy transmission is observed within the range of manga-
nese/(total iron) ratio by weight extending from 1 to 8.5.
Thus, the range of manganese/(total iron) ratio by weight
claimed makes possible an increase in the energy transmis-
sion which is particularly significant in the field of solar
power and which can even reach 0.5%.

The ET values for a thickness 0of 3.85 mm were also evalu-
ated for the same glass sheets over a period of 196 hours of
exposure under a UV lamp (Philips HP 125R) in order to
confirm the stability of the energy transmission under solar-
ization conditions. The results obtained are illustrated in FIG.
2, which shows the difference (AET) between the initial ET
(exposure time=0 h) and the ET after a time t of exposure
under UV radiation for glass sheets according to the invention
(manganese/(total iron) ratio by weight of 1.7, 3.4 and 5.9),
for a glass sheet according to the state of the art not compris-
ing manganese or comprising it but in the form of traces
(manganese/(total iron).about.0) and for a glass sheet accord-
ing to the state of the art comprising 0.033% of cerium (ex-
pressed as CeO.sub.2). This figure clearly shows that the glass
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sheets according to the invention exhibit an ET which is
significantly stable over time under the effect of UV radiation
(absence of solarization observed), in particular in compari-
son with a glass sheet comprising cerium. This sheet solarizes
and shows a drastic decrease in the ET over time under the
effect of UV radiation (loss of more than 2% in ET after 196
hours). This figure also shows that the invention makes it
possible to maintain a stability over time under UV radiation
comparable to the “extra clear” glass sheet according to the
state of the art not comprising manganese.

The invention claimed is:

1. A glass sheet having a composition comprising, in a
content expressed as percentages by total weight of glass:

60 to 78% Si0,;

0to 10% Al,Oy;;

0to 5% B,0O;;

0 to 15% CaO;

0 to 10% MgO;

5 to 20% Na,O;

0to 10% K,0;

0 to 5% BaO;

0.002 to 0.03% total iron expressed in the form of Fe,O;;

and
manganese
wherein the composition comprises a manganese/(total
iron) ratio of 1 to 8.5, a manganese content being
expressed in the form of MnO as percentage by weight,
with respect to the total weight of the glass, and

wherein the composition comprises a manganese
expressed in the form of MnO content of 0.005% to
0.2% by weight, with respect to the total weight of the
glass.

2. The glass sheet of claim 1, wherein the composition
comprises a manganese/(total iron) ratio of 2.5 t0 6.5.

3. The glass sheet of claim 1, wherein the composition
comprises a total iron expressed in the form of Fe,O; content
of 0.002% to 0.02% by weight, with respect to the total
weight of the glass.

4. The glass sheet of claim 1, wherein the composition
comprises a manganese expressed in the form of MnO con-
tent of 0.01% to 0.2% by weight, with respect to the total
weight of the glass.

5. The glass sheet of claim 1, further comprising cerium,
wherein a cerium content expressed in the form of CeO,
is =0.02% by weight, with respect to the total weight of the
glass.

6. The glass sheet of claim 5, further comprising vanadium,
wherein the vanadium content expressed in the form of V,O,
is =0.005% by weight, with respect to the total weight of the
glass, and the cerium content expressed in the form of CeO,
is =0.01% by weight, with respect to the total weight of the
glass.

7. The glass sheet of claim 1, further comprising vanadium,
wherein a vanadium content expressed in the form of V,0; is
=0.01% by weight, with respect to the total weight of the
glass.

8. The glass sheet of claim 1, further comprising antimony,
wherein an antimony content expressed in the form of Sb,O,
is <0.2% by weight, with respect to the total weight of the
glass.

9. The glass sheet of claim 1, wherein the glass sheethas an
energy transmission, measured for a thickness of 3.85 mm, of
at least 90%.

10. The glass sheet of claim 1, wherein the glass sheet is
coated with at least one transparent and electrically conduct-
ing thin layer.
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11. The glass sheet of claim 1, wherein the glass sheet is
coated with at least one dirt-repellent layer.

12. The glass sheet of claim 1, wherein the glass sheet is
coated with at least one antireflection layer.

13. The glass sheet of claim 1, wherein the glass sheet is
coated with at least one mirror layer.

14. The glass sheet of claim 1, wherein the composition
comprises a total iron expressed in the form of Fe,O, content
of 0.005% to 0.03% by weight, with respect to the total
weight of the glass.

15. A solar photovoltaic module or mirror for concentrat-
ing solar energy, comprising at least one glass sheet of claim

16. A glass sheet having a composition consisting essen-
tially of, in a content expressed as percentages by total weight
of glass:

60 to 78% Si0,;

0to 10% Al,O;;

0to 5% B,O;;

0 to 15% CaO;

0 to 10% MgO;

5 to 20% Na,O;

0to 10% K,O;

0 to 5% BaO;

0.002 to 0.03% total iron expressed in the form of

Fe,O;; and
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manganese
wherein the composition comprises a manganese/(total
iron) ratio of 1 to 8.5, a manganese content being
expressed in the form of MnO as percentage by weight,
with respect to the total weight of the glass, and
wherein the composition comprises a manganese
expressed in the form of MnO content of 0.005% to
0.2% by weight, with respect to the total weight of the
glass.

17. The glass sheet of claim 16, wherein the composition
comprises a manganese/(total iron) ratio of 2.5 t0 6.5.

18. The glass sheet of claim 16, wherein the composition
comprises a total iron expressed in the form of Fe,O; content
of 0.005% to 0.03% by weight, with respect to the total
weight of the glass.

19. The glass sheet of claim 16, wherein the composition
comprises a manganese expressed in the form of MnO con-
tent of 0.01% to 0.2% by weight, with respect to the total
weight of the glass.

20. The glass sheet of claim 16, further comprising cerium,
wherein a cerium content expressed in the form of CeO, is
=0.02% by weight, with respect to the total weight of the
glass.



